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GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF VEF AT ,fm st et s o

1. Further to SN/Circ.86 of 23 Novenber 1977, the Maritime Safety

Committee at ite thirty-ninth session approved a final text of the
"Guidance on the use of VHF at geal which is attached hereto,

AR

2. At the request of the Cormittee this guidance on the proper use

of VHF for navigational purposes ig brought to the a.ttantion of all
Member Governments.

3+ Governments are invited to commmnicate the text to all concerned,




8N/Circ,91 : -2 -

GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF VHF AT SEA

l. VHF C(M'IUHIC&TIOH TECHI_@IQUE _
Golden rule: 1listen and think before transmitting.

(a) Listening |

Listen before commencing to transmit. In this way the irritating
practice of transmitting on a channel which 1s alrea.dy in use will be
avoided. By exexcising some patience it can be verif:l.ed that the
channel is not being used.

(v) @Lﬂm
. Thinking before transmitting is necegaary to avoid unnecsssary
breaks in communication while the person transmitting decides what to
sey. The radiocommunication chennels are much too busy to waste
valuable time and the person kept wailting may have a very important message

to transmit, If neceasary make written notes before commencing transmiassion.

(¢) Diseipline

Needless and superfluous trensmission on VAF ie another demand on
an already fully loaded commmication system. During port approach and
port nevigation all unnecessary demand on the operating personnel must
be avoided. In addition the Radio Regulations forbid unnecessary
comrunications.

() ZTalking

Repetition of worde and phrases should be avoided unless the
receiving station asks for repetition.

(e) Power reduction
¥here a choice existe, use the lowest power of the transmitter
which gives satisfactory commmnication.

(£f) Control

The ship must follow the instructions of the shore station, which
~ will indicate the channel to change to for further communication or
perhaps to stop transmitting, The shore station may be receiving a
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. d4streen or eafety mesesege from a ship cut of your range and your
transmission may be causing interference.

When calling another ship, the ship called should name the channel
to be used for further commnicstion and wait for acknowledgement before

changing.

(8) Distresgs messages

If you hear distress traffic in progress, do not trensmit.
However, should you be in a position to assist, inform the coastal
station or station in control of distrees radioc communications at
the first opportunity.

(h} Choosing e channel

Vhen trying to establish contact in poor conditions, do not
occupy a channel unnecessarily - try another,

(i) Changing channel

Announce the intention to change | to another channel, If
already in coumunication wait for an acknowledgement before changing.

{(3) Spellinz

Vhen epelling is necessary (e.g. for descriptive nsmes, call
signe and words which can bs misunderstood) only the letter spelling
table contained in the Internationsl Code of Signale and in the Radio
Regulations should be used.

(k) Addregsing
Uge the words "I" and "You" prmdently, dut always use them to
indicate to whom you refar.

Example: Seaship, Scaship, this is Port Radar, Port Rader, do you
hove a pilot?

Port Radar, this is Seaship, I do not have a pilot.

(1) Watchkeeping _ _

Ships shall maintain VHF watoh on Chammel 16 in accordance with the
Radio Regulations, No.1367 and Regulation 8, Chapter IV of the
1974 Safety Comvention. | |
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2.  PROCEDURE

{2) Calling

(1)

(11)

(1it)

Although Channel 16 - in addition to being e distress and
pafety frequency - is a calling frequency, do hot cell on
Channel 16 if a working frequency is known to be watched.
Call on the working frequency if possible.,

When calling a shore station or another ship, say the name of
the station or ship called (twice, if considered necessary in
heavy radio traffic conditions) followed by the phrase THIS IS
and your own ship's name, to ascertain reception and recognition.,
To expedite contact add the channel in usse,

le: Port City, Port Cify this is Seastar, Seastar
on Channel 14.

In all casea the call may be followed by:

"Channel ,..".

(v) Exchange of messages

(1)

(11)

When communicating with a ship whose name 1s unknown but whose
poeition is known, that position may be used. In this case
the call is addressed to all ships.

Exemple: All shipe, all ships, this is Pastoria, Pastoria.
Ship approaching munmber four buoy I am passing Belinda Bank
Light,

Where 2 message is recelved and only acknowledgement of
receipt is needed, say "received". Where a message is
received and it is desired to confirm that the information in
it is correct and/or'understood, éay “Recelved. TUnderstood",
and repeat the substance of the méasage if considered

necessary.,
Example: Message: Your Berth will be clear at 0830,

Reply: Recelved., Understood.
Berth clear at 0830,
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(i11) Vvhen the call is complete, and subsequently during exchange
of nmessages, e station may invite reply by saying: "Over'.

(iv) Whore it is eppropriate, the following message may bo sent:
"Please use/I will use, the standard marine vocabulary".
Where languasge difficulties exist which cannot be resclved by
use of the vocabulary, the International Code of Signals
nay be used.

The appropriate message is then: '"Please use/I will use,
the International Code of Signels",

The word INTERCO should precede International Code (see
aleo Chapter VII of the International Code of Signals).

(v) Vhere a message contains instructions or advice and this
is to be acted upon, repeat the subetence of the message
gtating the action to be taken.

Example: Message: Advise you pags astern of me.
Reply: I will pase astern of you.
(vi) Where a message is not properly heard, say: "Say again".

(vii) Where o message is heard but not understood, sey:
"Message not understocd”.

(viii) If 1t is necessary to change to & different chamnel,
gay: "Change to Chaonnel ..."
Awalt acknowledgement before carrying out the change.

(c) End of coumunication

The end of communication is indicated by each station adding
at the end of ite last reply: "Out'".

STANDARD MESSAGES

(a) Most cormunications between ship and shore authorities are
exchanges of information. Where the requirements of the shore
authority are known, it is possible to give this information in the
forn of stondard nesseges., This will reduce the time necessary to
exchange this information.
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(b) Obvicusly not all circumstances are coverod by the standard
messages tut the principle is similar to that which produced the
Standard Vocabulary and further information given should follow the
etyle and guidance of the Vocabulary.

(¢} For the most common situations standard nessages are given in
the following exsmples., Theee items should always be transmitted
in the order given in the Table.
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